
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
August 15, 2009 
 
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
As many of you know, we became actively involved in the Chiari malformation (CM)/ 
syringomyelia (SM) communitiy about 15 years ago. During that time, we have taken part in 
the struggle to garner interest among the world’s neurosurgeons and scientists to conduct 

meaningful and successful research to obtain a better understanding 
of Chiari malformation and syringomyelia.  Over the past 12 months, 
we have begun to see our persistence make way for progress.  
 
This year, Column of Hope is sponsoring two very exciting studies.  
Both have garnered a great deal of worldwide praise from the leading 
CM/SM neurosurgeons and scientists.  The first grant has been 
awarded to Dr. Marcus Stoodley’s study exploring his theory of the 
causes of syringomyelia. His research is working to prove that 
blockages, like CM, cause the flow of cerebral spinal fluid (CSF) and 
arterial pulses to become out of phase. This state allows CSF to enter 
the spinal cord and form a syrinx. Column of Hope has awarded Dr. 

Stoodley an additional $70,000 to continue his research, bringing our total funding of this 
project to nearly $180,000. The success of Dr. Stoodley’s research will allow neurosurgeons 
to define more successful treatments, and potentially a cure, for syringomyelia.  

Research, also presented at the NIH conference that Column of Hope co-sponsored, has 
made a great deal of progress classifying different types of Chiari malformation. The idea is 
that treatment can be tailored to each type of CM.  The second grant Column of Hope has 
awarded is $10,000 to Dr. Misao Nishikawa of Manhasset, NY. His research uses statistical 
computer modeling, with the goal being to determine the classification of Chiari 
malformation each patient has before surgery. 

Separately, collaboration of good friends has given access to a wealth of DNA data to a local 
national award winning geneticist’s patented micro array process.  These scientists, Norma 
Nowak, PhD and Pankaj Singhal, MD, are volunteering their time to advance the 
understanding of the relationship between the human genome and Chiari malformation.  
 
The donations of your time, expertise and over $300,000 have made all of this possible. I 
would like to invite you to our seventh annual “Working Toward a Day Without Pain” gala 
on Saturday, October 17, 2009 to encourage this progress to continue. Please join us to 
make a difference, stop the pain, find a cure, and change people’s lives.  
  
Warm regards, 
Laura Kane-Punyon 

Chiari & Syringomyelia Research Foundation 
c/o The Kane Firm, 5225 Sheridan Dr., Williamsville, NY 14221 
T: 716-633-7022  F: 716-632-0522 
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